EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Mizaion Staterment of the Gloucestershire UNk ie ‘1o
help irfluence, improve and change the way local health
and social care sandces are planned and deliversd’ and
thie Annual Report charte the developmeant and progrese
achigwed durirg our firat year

LIMkz wara sat up in England in April 2008 to give
communities a stronger woice in how their health and
social care sandces are delivered and because local
health ard social care sandces tend o improwve it
peoples’ views are listened o ard ected upon.

Working as indeperdznt networks of kecal people and
groups, LINke find out what people want, inveetigate
imsues ard usa their powers to hold ssrvices 1o sccount.
They are open to anyone to join and make it aasier for
communities 1o talk to the people who plan and run
health ard sociel care sanices.

Gloucestershire LINK bagan life in April 3002 with the
appaintment of Gloucestershire Aural Community
Council (ZRCC) ae Host organiaation. A Traneition Group
wae farmed in June 2008 1o ook at governance and
communications and 1o make aurs the LINK wes
operational by October 2008. Their hard weork over the
rext Eix maontha led 1o the eucceesfld launch of the
Gloucsatershire LINK on Ochobar 24t 2008 and the
election of the LIMK Intarim Stewardship Board.

Betwean January and March 3008, sight district
Community Engagemeant events wera held acroes tha
county giving local pecple an opportunity to mest

mambere of the Gloucesterehire LMk ard raiss

iseues of concerm and pricrity for their area. The views
gathered at these eventa have been collated and wil be
put faraard for poaeible inclusion in the 2008010 LINK
workplan as well as communicated to the relevant
commiegionars and prosiders of services for the county.

A regiefration procees has been developed to eneure that
thie LIMk ia communicating with and accessible 1o all
sactions of e community. Current meambearehip is spread
evenly acroas Gloucestershire and the regiatration
procees has enabled us o idertity the following top five
areas of interast:

+ Community Health

* Oilder people [ earvices for older peopls
+ Hospital services

+ Carera and carer support

« Care pathway on discharge from hospital

In March 2008, the new LINk Stewardship Board waa
elected and has identified membarship, community
engagemant and the developrment of & dynamic and
reaponaive workplan as some of ita main priorities for the
WES.

Much haa bean achieved in this formative year and the
foundatione are firmly in place for the conesclidation ard
growth of Gloucestershire LIk in 200810 and beyond.




